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Ludwig II, who was living at Schloss Berg, quite isolated and in
strict seclusion. Staatsrat von Pfistermeister and Minister von der
Pfordten sought an audience with Ludwig I and complained to
him that they both felt slighted; Richard Wagner was obviously
preferred before them and that hurt their vanity. Nevertheless,
they did not wish to oppose the King themselves but preferred to
send his grandfather into the fray. Von der Pfordten quite
sincerely expressed the opinion that a king must surely care more
for affairs of State than for music: 'It is sometimes six weeks
before I can report to the King personally/ he said indignantly.

Pfistermeister complained, on the other hand, of the extrava-
gance of his royal master. That must be clear to everyone,
particularly to the economically-minded King Ludwig I. Both
the Ministers were aware that they were touching a vulnerable
point when they referred to Richard Wagner's undoubted connec-
tion with the Progressive Party, as they knew the ex-King feared
that Party greatly in the interests of the preservation of the royal
prerogative. On the other hand, Ludwig I did not wish to see
his grandson coerced into making decisions as he himself had been
in the Lola Montez affair. He had not forgotten that it was the
same aristocracy and the same clergy who now opposed
Ludwig II's infatuation for Richard Wagner. Someone had
spitefully given the composer the nickname of 'Lolus'; it was
certainly witty but unutterably vile. The nickname passed from
mouth to mouth and finally reached the ears of King Ludwig I.
At first he smiled, but later this malicious joke had the opposite
effect to what people expected. He was extremely sensitive if
anyone touched on the old wound which even now was not quite
healed; and it is almost certain that he never said the words
that have been ascribed to him: 'Very sad, this peculiar behaviour
of my grandson, but it won't last long, the population will soon
put an end to it.'1 The interference by unauthorized persons had
always been abhorrent to King Ludwig, and he would certainly
be the last to tempt fortune in that way. But it suited the parties
fighting against Richard Wagner to spread sayings such as these
as coming from the old King to prove that he was on the side of
clerical and anti-Wagner circles.

Ludwig I thought it necessary to visit his grandson in Berg

1 Blome to Mensdorff, Munich, 26th May, 1865. The remark is contained
in a private letter, the authenticity of which is not equal to that of an ofncial
report. Blome said : 'The people call Richard Wagner "Lolus", and King
Ludwig I is supposed to have said yesterday to someone: "Very sad, etc. . .
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